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You are familiar with Leonardo da Vinci's famous painting Mona Lisa, but 
not only was Leonardo a great artist he was also a great scientist and 
inventor.  Leonardo da Vinci was born in 1452 (how many years ago was 
that) in Italy. This was a time in history called the Renaissance.  The 
Renaissance was a great time for artists and scientists. Over 500 years 
ago he drew plans for many things we use today. Leonardo wrote all of his 
plans backwards so no one could steal his ideas. Many people consider 
him to be a genius. 
-Watch the following video to see a few of the inventions Leonardo 
designed: 
Top 7 Leonardo da Vinci Inventions - YouTube 
www.youtube.com › watch 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PwOlIGGDVjE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PwOlIGGDVjE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PwOlIGGDVjE


- Leonardo designed plans for many inventions. He studied birds and 

how they were able to fly.  One of his flying inventions was for a 

parachute. A parachute uses the force of gravity (what is gravity) to 

control the speed it falls to the ground. Use the following directions to 

create your own parachute.  

-  

- Leonardo’s parachute plan 

- Materials: 

- .A plastic bag, coffee filter or other lightweight material 

- Scissors 

- String 

- A small object to act as the weight, a little action figure would be perfect 

  

Instructions: 

1. Cut out a large square from your plastic bag or material. 

2. Trim the edges so it looks like an octagon (an eight sided shape). 

3. Cut a small whole near the edge of each side. 

4. Attach 8 pieces of string of the same length to each of the holes. 



5. Tie the pieces of string to the object you are using as a weight. 

6. Use a chair or find a high spot to drop your parachute and test how well it 

worked, remember that you want it to drop as slow as possible. 

  

What's happening? 

Hopefully your parachute will descend slowly to the ground, giving your weight a 

comfortable landing. When you release the parachute the weight pulls down on the 

strings and opens up a large surface area of material that uses air resistance to slow it 

down. The larger the surface area the more air resistance and the slower the parachute 

will drop. 

Cutting a small hole in the middle of the parachute will allow air to slowly pass through it 

rather than spilling out over one side, this should help the parachute fall straighter. 

-maybe you could think like Leonardo da Vinci and design 

plans for useful inventions not yet created  

  

-  


