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SCHOOL PERCEPTIONS 

Our mission is to help educational leaders gather, 

organize, and use data to make strategic decisions.

• Founded in 2002 to provide independent research

• Conducted more than 10,000 staff, parent, student, 

and community surveys for school improvement

• Helped more than 800 districts navigate the strategic 

planning and referendum planning process
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Survey Summary

• The survey was conducted in October and early 
November 2021.

• Each household within the District were mailed a 
paper survey. Each survey included a unique 
survey access code for those who preferred to 
take the survey online.

• Total responses = 515 (214 paper)

• Participation rate = 36%
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Respondent Information
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What is your age?
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Do you live in the Raymond School 
District?
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Yes

No

Not sure
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Are you an employee of the Raymond 
School District?
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Yes (n=46)

No
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Do you have children attending Raymond 
School? 

43%

57% Yes (n=214)

No
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Background Information
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The Board has taken the opportunity to pre-pay prior referendum debt when 
possible, thus saving interest expenses. In addition, the District will soon be 
paying off a loan that funded the past building project. 

Using a homeowner’s analogy, we are about to pay off our home mortgage. This 
reduction of loan payments will reduce the tax impact of any new referendum-
approved spending for building and site improvements.
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Raymond School was originally built in 1961 with classrooms added 
in 1965 and 1966. In 2014, voters approved a referendum that 
created space to replace the portable trailers. It also provided 
funding to build a new gym and renovate the band, music, and 
science classrooms. 

This spring, Bray Architects completed a comprehensive facility 
study of the older portions of the building and identified the 
following challenges: 
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If the public chooses to address these facility needs, the primary way to obtain funding 
is through a capital referendum. 



What advice would you give the School Board?
(School District Residents Only)
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Recommended Plan 
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The District reviewed the facility study and is proposing the following plan to 
address the most pressing challenges outlined on the prior page: 

1. Add space to relocate the kitchen and cafeteria, creating a multi-use space 
for school and community use, as well as a new secure entrance/office.

2. Relocate the parent pick-up/drop-off area adjacent to the new addition, 
expand parking, and explore driveway to W 5 Mile Road.

3. Create a learning/lab space to support STEAM (science, technology, 
engineering, and math).

4. Create a separate bus drop-off area to improve site safety by separating bus 
and vehicle traffic.

5. Renovate classrooms and create flexible areas for student collaboration and 
small-group instruction.

6. Raymond School Foundation-funded outdoor classroom to remain on east 
side of courtyard. Remainder of courtyard to become a playground for 4K 
and kindergarten students. 

The project would also address ADA compliance issues, upgrade major building 
systems (including plumbing, electrical, heating/ventilation), and add air 
conditioning. 15



Recommended Plan 
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Funding Support
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The school board is asking the community to consider a $14.8 million referendum to 
pay for the recommended plan. Because of careful planning, the District can fund this 

plan with a minimal tax mill rate increase over the current level.  



The chart below was included in the printed community survey 
mailed to each household.
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There was an error in the original chart. Therefore, the chart below has 
been updated to reflect the actual mill rate for the 2021-22 school 
year, as well as the projected tax mill rate impact of a $14.8 million 

referendum and assumes a shorter 14-year borrowing period.
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Would you support a $14.8 million referendum to 
support the plan as described above at the Raymond 

School? 
* Representing an annual estimated tax increase of $2 for each $100,000 of a home’s value 

over the current level. 

All Residents
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Would you support a $14.8 million referendum to 
support the plan as described above at the Raymond 

School? 
* Representing an annual estimated tax increase of $2 for each $100,000 of a home’s value 

over the current level.
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Would you support a $14.8 million referendum to 
support the plan as described above at the Raymond 

School? 
* Representing an annual estimated tax increase of $2 for each $100,000 of a home’s value 

over the current level.

Parent Residents (Non-Staff)
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Would you support a $14.8 million referendum to 
support the plan as described above at the Raymond 

School? 
* Representing an annual estimated tax increase of $2 for each $100,000 of a home’s value 

over the current level.

Non-Parent Residents (Non-Staff)
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Additional Analyses

• Resident population assumptions:

– Non-parent/non-staff = 80%

– Parents = 20%

– Staff = ~1%

• Of those responding “Yes” 

– 0.80 (46%) + 0.20 (74%) = 51.6%

• Inclusion of 1/3 of “Undecided” respondents:

– 0.80 (54%) + 0.20 (78%) = 58.8%
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Overall Satisfaction
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How well are we doing in each of 
the following areas?

Great (4), Good (3), Fair (2), Poor (1)

Item Staff
Parents

(Non-Staff)
Non-Parents 
(Non-Staff)

Delivering a high-quality education 3.50 3.35 3.17

Keeping the public informed 2.83 3.20 2.53

Managing funds appropriately 3.50 3.19 2.70

Building pride in the community 3.55 3.40 2.95
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How well are we doing in each of 
the following areas?

Great (4), Good (3), Fair (2), Poor (1)

Item
Agree 

Percent
Average

Similar 
School 

Comparison
Percentile

Delivering a high-quality education 90% 3.32 87
th

Keeping the public informed 70% 2.90 67
th

Managing funds appropriately 77% 2.99 70
th

Building pride in the community 84% 3.24 93
rd
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On a scale of 0 – 10, how likely would you be to recommend 
the District to a friend or family member?

(All Respondents)
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What did we learn?

▪ A very high response rate (36%) suggests that the 
community is very engaged. 

▪ If a $14.8 million referendum were held today, it 
would likely be supported.

▪ The Raymond School District scored well above 
average in terms of overall satisfaction, as compared 
to similar school districts.
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Thank you!

Parent Surveys - Staff Surveys - Student Surveys - Community Surveys
www.schoolperceptions.com

(262) 644-4300
30


